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Fall Quarter, 2010 SSB 270; ph. 534-4295
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American Politics: Behavior

This course is designed to help prepare graduate students in political science to pass the
comprehensive examination in the field of American Politics. Its companion course, PS 251, focuses on the
formal institutions of American Government. This course focuses on the political behavior of individual
citizens and informal political organizations such as parties and interest groups

Books you should have:

Anthony Downs, An Economic Theory of Democracy, Harper and Row, 1957.

Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action, Harvard, 1965.

Angus Campbell, et. al, The American Voter, Chicago, 1976, .

Warren Miller and Merrill Shanks, The New American Voter, Harvard, 1996.

Gary Jacobson, The Politics of Congressional Elections, 7th ed., Longman, 2009.

Samuel Popkin, The Reasoning Voter, 2nd ed., Chicago, 1994.

John Aldrich, Why Parties? Origins and Transformation of Party Politics in America, Chicago,
1995.

James A. Stimson, Public Opinion in America: Moods, Cycles, and Swings, 2" ed. Westview
Press, 1999.

Arthur Lupia and Mathew McCubbins, The Democratic Dilemma: Can Citizens Learn What
They Need to Know? Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Donald P. Green, Bradley Palmquist, and Eric Schickler, Partisan Hearts and Minds: Political
Parties and the Social Identities of Voters, 2002.

Assignments:
I. Public Opinion: Political Values

*Alexis de Toqueville, Democracy in America, Part I, Sections 2, 3, and 5; Part Il, Sections 3-9.

*S. M. Lipset, “Why No Socialism in the United States?” in S. Bialer and S. Sluzar, Sources
of Contemporary Radicalism, (1977), Ch. 2

Louis Hartz, The Liberal Tradition in America (1955)

*Rogers M. Smith, “Beyond Tocqueville, Myrdal, and Hartz: The Multiple Traditions of
America,” APSR 87 (1993), pp. 549-566.

Herbert McCloskey and John Zaller, The American Ethos (1985), Chs. 1-5.

Jennifer Hochschild, What’s Fair? (1981), Chs. 1, 2, 5, 6, 9.

Herbert McCloskey and Ada Brill, Dimensions of Tolerance (1983), chs. 7-9

Paul Sniderman and Michael Hagen, Race and Inequality, (1985).

1. Public Opinion: Ideology

*Philip E. Converse, “The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics,” in David Apter (ed.),
Ideology and Discontent, ch. 6.

*Campbell, Converse, Miller and Stokes, “The Formation of Issue Concepts and Partisan
Change,” The American Voter (1960), Chs 9-10

Eric R.A.N. Smith, “Levels of Conceptualization: False Measures of Ideological
Sophistication,” APSR 74(1980):685-96.

*Pamela Conover and Stanley Feldman, “The Origins and Meaning of Liberal/Conservative
Self-Identification,” AJPS 25 (1981):617-645.

Kay Schlozman and Sidney Verba, “Unemployment, Class Consciousness, and Radical Politics:



What Didn’t Happen in the Thirties,” JOP 39 (1977):291-323
*John Alford, Carolyn L. Funk, and John R. Hibbing, “Are Political Orientations Genetically
Transmitted?” APSR 99 (May, 2005): 153-167.
A.l. Abramowitz and K. L. Saunders, “Is Polarization a Myth?”” JOP 70 (April 2008):542-555
M. P. Fiorina, S. A. Adams, and J.C. Pope, “Polarization in the American Public: Misconceptions
and Misreadings,” JOP 70 (April 2008);556-560.
Bufumi, Joseph, and Robert Y. Shapiro. 2009. “A New Partisan Voter.” Journal of Politics 71
(January 2009): 1-24.

I11. Public Opinion: Influences

*John Zaller and Stanley Feldman, “A Simple Theory of Survey Response,” AJPS 36 (1992),
pp. 579-616.

*James A. Stimson, Public Opinion in America: Moods, Cycles, and Swings. Westview, 1991.

*Samuel Kernell, “Explaining Presidential Popularity,” APSRe 72 (1978):506-22.

Shanto lyengar and Donald Kinder, News That Matters (1987).

*B. Page, R. Shapiro, and G. Dempsey, “What Moves Public Opinion?” APSR 81 (1987):23-
44,

*B. Page and R. Shapiro, “Effects of Public Opinion on Policy,” "APSR 77 (1983):175-190

*M. MacKuen, R. Erikson, and J. Stimson, “Macropartisanship,” APSR 83 (1989):1125-1142.

D. Green, B. Palmquist, and E. Schickler, “Macropartisanship: A Replication and Critique,”
APSR 92 (1998):883-900.

R. Erikson, M.MacKuen, and J. Stimson, “What Moves Macropartisanship? A Response to
Green, Palmquist, and Schickler,” APSR 92 (1998):901-912

*G. Jacobson, “The Effects of the George W. Bush Presidency on Partisan Attitudes,” Presidential
Studies Quarterly 39 (June 2009):172-209V

*G. Jacobson, “Perception, Memory, and Partisan Polarization on the Iraq War,” Political Science
Quarterly 125 (Spring 2010), pp. 1-26.

Paul Sniderman, “A New Look in Public Opinion Research,” in Political Science: The State
of the Discipline 11, ed. Ada Finifter (1989), pp. 220-245.

John Zaller, The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion (1992.

IV. Political Participation

*W. Riker and P. Ordeshook, “A Theory of the Calculus of Voting,” APSR (1970):25-41

Sidney Verba and Norman Nie, Participation in America: Political Democracy and Social
Equality (1972), chs. 1, 8, 10, 14, 15, 20

S. Rosenstone and M. Hansen, Mobilization, Participation, and American Democracy
(1993).

*S. Verba et al., “Citizen Activity: Who Participates? What Do They Say?” APSR

(1993):303-318.

R. Wolfinger and S. Rosenstone, Who Votes? (1980).

*H Brady, S. Verba, and K.L. Schlozman, “Beyond SES: A Resource Model of Political
Participation, APSR (1994):829-838.

*J. Fowler, L.A. Baker, and C.T. Dawes, “Genetic Variation in Political Participation,” APSR
(2008):233:248.

*A.S. Gerber and D. P. Green, “The Effects of Convassing, Direct Mail, and Telephone Contact
on Voter Turnout: A Field Experiment, “ APSR 94 (2000):653-63.

*C. Kam and C. Palmer, “Reconsidering the Effects of Education on Participation,” JOP 70
(2008):612-31.

V. Party Identification and Voting Behavior I: Classics and Critics



*Lazarsfeld, Berelson, and McPhee, Voting (1954), chs. 1, 6, 7, 11-14

*Campbell, Converse, Miller and Stokes, The American Voter (1960), chs. 1-4, 6-8, 19-20.

V.0. Key, Jr., The Responsible Electorate (1966), chs. 1-2.

R. Neimi and M. K. Jennings, “Issues and Inheritance in the Formation of Party
Identification,” AJPS 35 (1991):970-988.

A. Gerber and D. Green, “Rational Learning and Partisan Attitudes,” AJPS 92 (1998):794-
818.

*L. Bartels, “Partisanship and Voting Behavior, 1952-1996,” AJPS 43 (2000):35-50.

*Donald P. Green, Bradley Palmquist, and Eric Schickler, Partisan Hearts and Minds: Political
Parties and the Social Identities of Voters, 2002.

VI. Party Identification and Voting Behavior Il: Revisionists and Others

VII.

*George Quattrone and Amos Tversky, “Contrasting Rational and Psychological Analyses of
Political Choice,” APSR 82 (1988):719-736.

*Anthony Downs, An Economic Theory of Democracy (1957), chs. 3, 11-14.

*Morris Fiorina, Retrospective Voting in American National Elections (1981), chs. 1, 5, 9, 10.

*Samuel Popkin, The Reasoning Voter (1991).

John Aldrich, et al., “Foreign Affairs and Issue Voting: Do Presidential Candidates ‘Waltz
Before a Blind Audience’?” "APSR 83 (1989):123-141

Paul Abramson et al., “’Sophisticated” Voting in the 1988 Presidential Primaries.” APSR 86
(1992), pp. 55-69.

*Arthur Lupia and Mathew McCubbins, The Democratic Dilemma: Can Citizens Learn What
They Need to Know? Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Arthur Lupia, “Busy Voters, Agenda Control, and the Power of Information,” APSR 86 (1992),
pp. 390-403.

*Miller and Stokes, The New American Voter (1996).

R. Lau, D. Anderson, and D. Redlawsk, “An Exploration of Correct VVoting in Recent Presidential
Elections,” AJPS 52 (April 2008):395-411.

Voting Behavior in Congressional Elections

*G. Jacobson, The Politics of Congressional Elections, 7th ed. (2009).

*Samuel Kernell, “Presidential Popularity and Negative Voting: An Alternative Explanation of
the Midterm Congressional Decline of the President’s Party,” APSR 71 (1977):44-66.

*G. Jacobson, “Strategic Politicians and the Dynamics of House Elections, 1946-1986,”
APSR 83 (1989):773-793.

A. Alesina and H. Rosenthal, “Partisan Cycles in Congressional Elections and the
Macroeconomy,” APSR 83 (1989):373-398

Mark C. Westlye, Senate Elections and Campaign Intensity (1991).

*G. Jacobson, “The 2008 Presidential and Congressional Elections,” Political Science Quarterly
124 (Spring 2009):1-30.

VIII. Political Parties

*John Aldrich, Why Parties? The Origin and Transformation of Party Politics in America
(1995).

*V.0. Key, Jr., “A Theory of Critical Elections,” Journal of Politics 17 (1955):3-18.

W.D. Burnham, Critical Elections and the Mainsprings of American Politics (1970), chs 1-2

W.D.Burnham, “Party Systems and the Political Process” in William N.Chambers and W.D.
Burnham, The American Party Systems (1975)

J. Schlesinger, “On the Theory of Party Organization, ” Journal of Politics 46 (1984):369-400.

*Downs, Economic Theory of Democracy, chs. 1 and 3 and Parts 111 and 1V.

James Sundquist, The Dynamics of the Party System, revised ed. (1983).

Nelson Polsby, The Consequences of Party Reform (1983).



David R. Mayhew, Electoral Realignments: A Critique of an American Genre (Yale UP, 2002)

IX. Interest Groups

*David B. Truman, The Governmental Process, 2nd ed. (1971), Introduction and chs. 2 and
16.

*Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action (1965), chs 1, 2,5, 6

Grant McConnell, Private Power and American Democracy (1966), chs. 5, 8, 9, 10.

*Theodore Lowi, The End of Liberalism, 2nd ed (1979), chs. 3, 5, 8, 10

A. Denzer and Munger, “Legislators and Interest Groups: How Unorganized Interests Get
Represented,” APSR (1986):86-106.

Russell Hardin, Collective Action (1982)

*James Q. Wilson, Political Organizations (1973), chs. 1-6, 9.

*Jack L. Walker, “The Origins and Maintenance of Interest Groups in America,” APSR 77

(1983):390-406.

Kay L. Schlozman and John Tierney, Organized Interests and American Democracy (1986)

Bauer, Pool and Dexter, American Business and Public Policy (1963)

J. M. Hansen, “The Political Economy of Group Membership,” APSR 79 (1985):79-86

*Robert Salisbury, Interests and Institutions (1992), Chs. 1-4.



